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['pi-vot’: a person or thing on which sormething depends or turns; the central or crucial factor]

ocietal forces frequently
act upon individuals in
such a manner as to cause
them to play out signifi-
cant acts in their lives
largely beyond their own indi-
vidual control, Yet these indi-
8 vidual behaviors, seemingly
8 uncontrollable by the individ-
8 ual being acted upon, may in
turn bring measurable, long
term effect on larger society
and the culture that forces that
original behavior, Some would argue this is always
the case. Regardless whether sometimes or always,
individuals may be thought of as puppets on the stage
of life, pulled, twisted by strings of control beyond any
one individual’s control, made to dance across the
stage.

Historically taijiquan has gone through several
critical pivot points that resulted first in the original
development; then opening and showcasing to the
general public in Beijing in the middle of the 19th
century; and finally, in an era that was thought to

have de-emphasized the original purpose, arguably
the last major pivot which saved the art and it’s
brother martial aris from everlasting obscurity by
once again involving the general public in order to
booster and support al a critical time. This last event
was no less a critical pivot point for modern martial
arts than the origingl art was to Beijing in the 1850s.

Januwary 1954 saw the much-publicized fight
between taifiquan’s Wi Gong Yee and White Crane’s
Chan Hak Fu. It was Hong Kong's “Fight of the
Century”. The epic battle embodied the mysterious
internal against the accepted external, youth against
the mature, northerners against southerners, one
culture against another, locals against invaders,
educated and rich against locals of poor means,
tradition against western influences, and speakers of
one language against those of another, Traditional
Chinese martial arts were openly displayed before the
western world as lad not been done except in China’s
interior in the motherland’s treasured martial art
past. The protagonists of this pivet point were Chan
Hak Fu of the external White Crane Style and Wu
Gong Yee of the internal taijiquan. The year was
1954,

The epic battle between Wu Geng Yee and Chan Hak Fu started a new genre of literature and movie.

PREFACE

In 1996, I wrote the original article for publi-
cation in the Chinese magazines Wudang and
WiulLin. Since then [ have not seen any formal
articles on this subject. Now nearly a half-
century has passed since that epic event. In June
of this year however, three Hong Kong com-
mercial television stations produced nearly

in the English-speaking world. The controversy
stems mostly from incomplete information.
Much of it is based on the widely copied, poor
quality video made from the movie of the event.
In the West, the general public has scant knowl-
edge of the background of the fight. On the other
hand, in the Chinese world, especially on the
mainland, many have no access to the video and

simultaneous programs on that
historic event. Reporters visited
the practice grounds of Wu fam-
ily disciples Jordan and Ho Fung
College and the Wu family's tai-
jiquan celebration. They taped
the Zhang San Feng birthday
anniversary dinner and the
meeting of the Kam Chuen
Association on June 2, 2002. The
reporters took photos of the old
Wu family members and even
visited the scene of the fight in
Macao, Finally, they visited the
gravesite of Wu Gong Yee.

The fight remains a contro-
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base their assumptions on mere
imagination from reading writ-
ten descriptions of the event.
Often these descriptions are inac-
curate, exaggerated, and biased
towards one side or the other.

I was most fortunate to have
been around during that period.
Ever since 1 was a voung boy
growing up during that time I
have heard the accoun ts of that
fight over and over. [ lived with
and was close to people who were
intimately involved with that
event. That fight was really some-
thing! Fortunately at this time,
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versial issue based on what one
sees on the world-wide-web and

1996 article in China's “Wudeng”
magazing

many of the people active in that
scene then are still alive today.
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These elderly gentlemen, seniors in the Hong
Kong martial arts world, are now in their 70s and
80s. I still am able to visit them and personally
listen to their first-hand information and details.
I have heard them tell and re-tell the story for
nearly half a century now. When discussing the
event, one can clearly see their eyes light up with
joy as they relive those exciting days and the
fight that was burned into their memories.

Mow it is time; it is time to write down an accu-
rate account of what was a milestone event in
modern martial arts. It was another pivot point
in taijiquan’s history. This is done for future
generations of martial art enthusiasts and
historians now while some of those directly
involved are still with us,

BACKGROUND

January 17, 1954—a day [ will never, can ever
forget. On that day Hong Kong played host to the
biggest media blockbuster event possible then.
The White Crane disciple, Chan Hak Fu, chal-
lenged the Gatekeeper of Wu family taiji, Master
Wu Gong Yi (Ng Kung Yee)—imagine! Once the
news of the challenge spread out, the martial
arts world and lay public were stunned. The fight
actually lasted less than half an hour... however,
the effect and influence was wide and profound.

The fight made taijiquan and the Wu family
more deeply rooted in Hong Kong, Macao, and
South East Asia. Eventually, the effect spread to
Morth America. It led to a high-pitched kung fu
fever that lasted for two decades. It induced the
birth of a new style of Chinese
martial novels and, subsequently,
even kung fu movies. It gave birth
to some truly great names—Ilike,
Jin Yong, the newspaper tycoon
and novelist; the legendary Bruce
Lee, the great Jacky Chan, and of
course Jet Li.

In those years in Hong Kong,
Macao, and South China, south-
ern Shaolin was in vogue. White
Crane was one of the most well
known external styles, along with
Wing Tsun, with Ip Man, Hung
Gar, with Lam Sai Wing, and
Choy Li Faat, etc. White Crane
had a long and very strong pres-

NAME/TERM TRANSLATIONS:
Cantonese Mandarin Pinyin
Cha Leung Yung Cha Liang Yong
Chan Hak Fu Chen Ke Fu
Chan Man Tung Chen Wen Tong
Chan Yuet Faat Chen Yue Fa
chit choh qie cug
Dai Lik Ching Wah Da Li Cheng Hua
Kam Yung Jin Yong
Kwan Tak Hing, Guan De Xing
Kwong Boon Fu Kuang Ben Fu
Lam Moong Lin Meng
Lau Fak Maan Liu Fa Meng
Leung Yu San Liang Yu Sheng
Luk Chi Fu Liu Zhi Fu
Lung Fu Dau King Wah  Long Hu Dao Jin Hua
Mg Dai Kwai Wu Da Kui
Ng Kung Yee Wu Gong Yi
Mg Siu Chung Wu Zhao Zhong
Mgoh 5i San Yan Wo 5i Shan Ren
Shek Kin Shi Jian
Sun Man Pao Xin Wen Bao
Yu Jim Yuen Yu Zhan Yuan
Yuen Siu Tin Yuan Xiao Tian

Kwan Tak Hing

ence with many followers. Many people working
in public agencies, as well as local police, prac-
ticed White Crane. One of the more famous was
Kwan Tak Hing (Guan De Xing).

Kwan Tak Hing, the famous film star, played
the role of Wong Fei Hung in more than 100
films. He literally became the living Wong Fei
Hung in the Chinese world during his hay day.
He induced movie director Tsui Hark to make
another film of Wong Fei Hung with Jet Li.
Eventually Jet Li rose to world
fame, however, in most Chinese
minds, Jet Li will never replace
Kwan Tak Hing (Guan De Xing).

In such early movies, what
was seen was actual, genuine
kung fu demonstrated on the run
rather than wushu as seen now
in some of Jet Li's movies. Many
local kung fu gatekeepers and
masters took part in those earlier
movies, One was Mr. Shek Kin, a
villain, who gained the great
respect of Bruce Lee and played
the role of a big villain in “Enter
the Dragon” as the owner of the
secret island and shaolin betray-
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er. Another was Lam Cho, nephew of Lam
Sai Wing, who was Wong Fei Hung's true
disciple. Yet another was Yuen Siu Ting,
father of Yuen Wo Ping, the now world
famous martial art director. Shek Kin, Lam
Cho, Yuen Siu Tin, were real masters and
gatekeepers that appeared in Kwan Tak
Hing's early martial art movies.

In addition, there were the three Fu's,
i.e., Kwong Boon Fu, the most senior, Luk
Chi Fu, now a world famous Lion Dancer,
and the younger but exceptionally skilled
Chan Hak Fu, disciple of White Crane Gate-
keeper, Master Ng Siu Chung. White Crane
Gatekeeper Ng Siu Chung, gained fame by
claiming he defeated “Big Force” Ching
Wah. Ching Wah like Wong Fei Hung, was
one of the “Ten Tigers of Quandong”.

Hong Kong during the 19405 and the

1950s of course was not nearly as devel- F=

oped as today. The city had yet to become
the little dragon metropolis of the 1970s,
Being a southern China city, the population
was made up mostly of Cantonese. They
spoke Cantonese and a few dialects of the
Pearl River Delta. The factories and small
businesses that would eventually turn Hong
Kong into a world class city, were still in
their developing stages. In general, the
inhabitants lived the peaceful life of a small
town. However, finding employment was not
easy and salaries were quite low.,

By 1949, however, a huge influx of refugees
from the north began to hit the peaceful little
town. Most of these refugees flooding in from
the north were better educated, wealthier, and
had better special skills than the small town
lacals. Thus right off, they created a great deal of
tension in the scramble to find housing and
jobs. Yet, on the other hand, many of the new-
comers opened shops, small factories, and enter-
tainment establishments like bars, tailors, film-
studios.

MNote, e.g., that Run Run Shaw, of the famous
Shaw Brothers, and Raymond Chow, Man Wai,
who later started the Golden Harvest Filim Studio
{(which produced films with soon to be superstar
Bruce Lee among their huge successes), Others
included the Peking Opera and Yu Jim Yuen, the
master teacher of Jacky Chan, Sammo Hung,

Cover from New China’s “Chinese Martial Art
Demenstration Photo Album®™

and Yuen Biu were there early too.

Mone of the great influx of newcomers knew
Cantonese while very few of the small town
locals could speak Mandarin. A great deal of
tension was created by the conflict of social class,
the difference in education levels, the differ-
ences in background cultures, the very stiff com-
petition for job opportunities, problems
encountered when foreign bosses ruled over
local employees, and the ever present language
and communication problems. These new
tensions were the themes of many movies made
in Hong Kong during this period. The problem
would be finding the lucky guy, or unlucky poor
soul, who would light the match in this volatile
minefield.

Also, during this period, some great masters
of various major northern China martial art
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Mewspapers and magazines covered the event with numerous articles and photeos.

styles came to Hong Kong. They included the
neijia styles of north China. Yes, the famous nei-
jia styles of the north, especially the most famous
disciple of Yang Cheng Fu, Tung Ying Kit and, of
course, Yang's eldest son, Yang Shou Zhong.

In addition, Wu Gong Yee, the Gatekeeper of
the Wu family style, the second largest style of
taiji and the son of the famous Wu Jianquan also
arrived in town. At that time Chen style taijiquan
was still quite small in popularity. Wu Gong Yee
arrived in 1948 and brought with him a letter
from his brother, Wu Gong Cho, introducing
Gong Yee to Shum Heung Lam, the tycoon of
mosquito repellent incense. Included in his fam-
ily entourage were Wu Dai Kwai, Wu Dai Chai,
Wu Ngan Ha along with her husband Kwok Siu
Kwing, and their grand-daughters, and Wu Dai
Sun the son of Wu Gong Yee and the current
Gatekeeper of the Wu family in 2002. Wu Dai
Kwai had actually arrived much earlier in the
Pearl River Delta and had already established
quite a name for himself with his fighting record.

Wu's style although newly arrived from the

north and with a short local presence already
enjoyed huge fame in northern China. But to the
Hong Kong locals the Wu's were unheard of, To
the lay people, this new upstart newcomer who
claimed to be of the secret neijia and who
claimed to be able to use softness to control hard,
who claimed to be able to use 4 taels to deflect a
thousand catty, as well as claiming this martial art
was suitable for anyone and that it could make
the sick and weak strong and healthy, attracted
a great deal of attention. These claims especially
attracted the educated and wealthy to taiji's door.
It should be noted, however, this was not a claim
from the northern masters themselves. Rather
these claims came from the press and media.
MNeedless to say, many local martial arts people
were not overjoyed at learning of these claims.
This resulted in yet more tension between the
newcomers and locals,

Wu Gong Yee was the Gatekeeper of the Wu
family style, the second most popular style in
China. He was a great master of taijiquan. He was
also the eldest son of the second-generation great
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master Wu Jianquan. Being the eldest son is very
significant and symbolic of having received the
family heritage and thus better overall skill. He
was in charge of the Hong Kong Kam
Chuen Association. He also had been

Taijiquan

favorite of many, many local fans.

Wu Gong Yee was well known too, but he was
54 years old. Fifty four was a bit old for ring fight-
ing. But, taijiquan claimed the weak
could defeat the strong, the old could

the Vice-Principal of the Hunan claimed the compete against youth successfully.
National Martial Art Academy. At that  yseak could  People were eager to see if this claim
time, most of China's generals and defeat the carried any merit. They wanted to see if

high-ranking army officers came out of
that province, including Chairman

strong, the old

the walk could match the talk.
Thus in the minds of the people of

Mao Tse Dong, a province of strong ¢could compete Hong Kong, the fight soon became a
martial tradition and status in china. against youth match representing much more than
Healso hadbeen the ChiefMartial Arts  gyccessfully, ~ mere physical fighting. It became a

Coach of Internal Art at the Whampoa
Military Academy. Whampoa Military
Academy was the only military institu-

People were
eager to see if

flashpoint, a match of a favorite local
against the foreigner, the south against
the north, external against internal, old

tion with status equivalent to that of this claim against the young, Cantonese speakers
West Point in the U.S.A. carried any  against those who spoke only Man-
Wu Dai Kwai, Gong Yee's eldest son, merit darin, and the western Tibetan Bud-

was around 30 years of age. He had been
brought up and rigorously trained by his grand-
father Wu Jianquan from the time he was young
boy to adulthood. He enjoyed a great deal of fame
in the Pearl River Delta for all the fights he entered
there. His victories there were wide and frequent
in those towns. They included the Provincial Cap-
ital Canton, now known as Quangzhou, and Faat-
shan which was the nest of Wong Fei Hung, as
well as Wing Tsun, Choylifaat and lots of local
arts. Claims were that he was never defeated.
Once Wu Dai Kwai quarreled with a bunch of
pier porters when he was inebriated. This event
took place over on Wanchai Harbor. That water-
front area was full of bars and taverns and was the
root of the famous movie story about Suzie
Wong. Wu Dai Kwai alone fought over 30 porters.
Although they held bamboo sticks and iron
hooks, during the melee they eventually ran to
the local police station to seek refuge, This street
rumble, with the lone Wu Dai Kwai against more
than thirty porters, made the paper headlines
and is still in the police records of that local
station. Events such as these soon made the Wu's
well known and fascinating to the public eye,
White Crane adept Chan Hak fu was around
30 years old then. He was young and very strong.
He had also practiced some western boxing. Since
he was a young, strong elite in an existing well-
known martial art style, since he was a beloved
disciple of a local famous Gatekeeper, he was the

dhist art plus western boxing against an
indigenous Han Chinese Daocist (Taoist) art. The

g
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A Concord Exhibition of Wrestling by Mg and
Chun”. The contestants enter the ring.
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Popular acters and actress singers entertained the
crowds as part of the fund raiser.

THE ORIGIN OF THE FIGHT
ACCORDING TO LAM MOONG

At that time little was known of how the idea
for the fight actually originated. Not until 1976,
twenty-two vears later, did the original reporter,
Lam Moong, reveal the truth in the Wi Lin Week-
ly magazine (Note: This publication is now out
of print; it is not the Wu Lin magazine popular
now) on how the seed of that fight was planted.
During those early years Lam was a reporter for
the Chung Sing Man Pao (China Voice Evening
News). On one occasion he had an afternoon tea
with the Vice CEO of a private detective organi-
zation in the Malaya Café in the Victoria District
of Hong Kong. Such afternoon teas were a com-
mon daily habit in those days. During their
leisurely afternoon conversation, the Vice CEO
praised Wu Gong Yee highly. This was because he
was learning from Wu. That particular day he
spoke incessantly of the great power of taijiquan,
of how the softness of taijiquan can defeat hard

power, of how it uses 4 taels to deflect a thousand
catties. He noted that Wu Gong Yee, especially,
had great power. The Vice CEO described Wu as
having two types of taijiquan: one for health
promotion, another for fighting. He said Wu had
reached a most refined stage of development. He
said Wu Gong Yee could easily toss an enemy ten
plus feet only using two fingers.

Lam Moong reported that the detective was
later very remorseful for this. He feared being
blamed by his peers in taiji. Such was his remorse
and fear that he had refused to reveal his name
although it had been over two decades since the
event. Both Lam and the detective were elderly
by then.

Lam did not believe the detective's descrip-
tions. However, the detective insisted he was
telling the truth. He also insisted in bringing
reporter Lam to Wu Gong Yee's school to have a
real look. The detective said, “Wu Gong Yee wel-
comes any style and person to come and have
‘chitchoh’. (This is a very common Chinese term
meaning exchanging knowledge to test the valid-
ity and improwve skill. Really, it is a term of humil-
itv.) Should anyone not believe in the great
power of taijiquan, he could just go and try it.”

Lam then asked, “Does this come from the
mouth of Wu Gong Yee?”

The detective responded, "Of course, we
studied under him for a long time. [ have heard
him say this many times.”

It struck reporter Lam that this would make an
excellent news headline since the Chinese mar-
tial arts were said to be so good for so long and
yet in Hong Kong open fighting and ring fight-
ing were very rare unlike western boxing or
Japanese arts. Reporter Lam Moong thought that
since Wu Gong Yee is ready to come out, this
should make a great story.

With that, Lam decided to visit Wu Gong Yee.
The first time he went, Wu was not there. Lam
left a message explaining that he would return
the following morning. But the next morning
Lam visited again and Wu Gong Yee was still not
there. So, Lam simply asked some of the people
in the school, “Will Master Wu really ‘chit choh’
with other people of the ‘martial forest’? They
responded, ‘Of course, what are we afraid of?
Lam wrote then, ‘at that time 1 was still green in
experience. After | heard that, I felt there could
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be no doubt as to it's authenticity.” So, he wrote
a special newspaper article describing the great
power of taijiquan and included the sentence,
“The Gatekeeper of Taiji, Wu Gong Yee, wel-
comes “‘chit choh’ with anyone of the ‘martial
forest’ at any time. But he did not realize the same
words spoken in private and orally by students
may mean a totally different thing by a master
in print and in public,

Once that special article hit the newspaper
stands there was immediate response from Hong
Kong's martial arts community. People from
various styles wrote letters to the newspaper. The
telephone was quite rare at that time, so most of
the responses came in via letters. They all want-
ed to test their skills against those of Wu Gong
Yee to see which art was superior. The newspaper
published the letters and forwarded the original
copies to Wu Gong Yee.

Some six days later, Wu Gong Yee asked his
people to call the newspaper. He denied ever
having said the words, “Welcome ‘chit choh’
with anyone’ and he said further, ‘the aim of tai-
jiquan is to improve health, prevent disease, and
to achieve longevity”. Further, the message he
especially wished to be relayed to the newspaper
was, “Our Association’s rules strictly forbid
disciples from even quarreling and arguing with
outsiders, so of course, we definitely would not
welcome fighting with anyone at any time.” Wu
then requested the newspaper list and correct the
errors. Though Lam felt Wu's words varied from
those of his school, nevertheless, when he
published the article, he knew he had not actu-
ally spoken directly with Master Wu. Therefore,
he published the corrigenda. But after publishing
the corrigenda, surprisingly, even more rumors
and slander arose. After two more days of this,
reporter Lam decided to write yet another special
article. This time he wrote very clearly that the
words did not come from Wu Gong Yee or his son
Wu Dai Kwai.

Despite the effort of his last two articles, the
fire just would not die-down. The frankenstein-
ian frenzy grew. People were still writing in...
challenges and harsh words of insult even three
weeks after the articles appeared in the paper.
Through all this, Wu Gong Yee kept his compo-
sure and etiquette and disregarded all the
cacophony.
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“The Chinese Wrestling Match between Ng Kung-
Yee of the Solar Plexus School and Chan Hak Fu of
White Stork School...”

During this time, Chan Hak Fu was in Macao.
There he held the position of Principal of the
Tarzan Gymnasium. The chairman of the alum-
ni association at that time saw the claim of Wu
Gong Yee in the newspaper and brought it to
Chan Hak Fu. Chan decided to challenge Wu
Gong Yee. He boarded the ferry from Macao to
Hong Kong where he asked permission to do the
challenge from White Crane Gatekeeper Ng Siu
Chung.

One day some three weeks later, Lam Moong
was at ‘yumcha’ in the Ko Shing Tea House, a
very well known Tea House facing the Central
Market. He was enjoying ‘yumcha® with White
Crane Gatekeeper Ng Siu Chung. Ng's clinic was
oppasite the Tea House. Also present there was
the famous kungfu novel writer, with pen name,
MNoh 5i S5an Yan [meaning “1 Am Also A Moun-
tain Man"], writer Wong Wai Fung, and Ng’s
disciples - Kong Boon Fu and Chan Hak Fu.

A Bei-shaolin person approached the group
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Gong Yee and Chan Hak Fu practiced Chinese
kung fu, since one taught in Hong Kong and the
other in Macao, the match would indeed be suit-

seemed to be a bit pompous, at first. Wu Gong | the groin. Should there be “an accident”, all
Yee was a northerner. He was of slender build yet | agreed that would be fate and no one would
sturdy with a moustache. He wore a long, dark | argue.

VANPGRS BCONRE AROEND THL
CONTIATING GROUNE DURING TEl MATCE,

Y TALIEY
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Various scenes around the contesting ground
during the match.

from across the room and asked about the Wu
Gong Yee matter. He said he really wanted to test
the power of taijiquan. The writer Wong Wai
Fung responded, “If we really have a chance to
‘chit choh’, Chan Hak Fu would be the suitable
candidate.” Wong then proceeded to describe
the essence of White Crane, the great merits, the
pros and cons, and points of difference between
White Crane and taijiquan. The description was
highly illuminating to Lam. So much so that the
following day the reporter published the descrip-
tive words of Wong Wai Fung. Lam then called
his article, “The Oral Fight of Wu and Chan".

With that came reaction from some taiji
people. Some thought that if the ‘chit choh’
between the two styles could be formalized it
would be the biggest blockbuster event in mar-
tial arts. Momentum for the fight was increasing.
Some started to go around talking it up and even
trying to organize the match. But, Hong Kong
law clearly prohibited dueling, therefore, effort
was soon made to see if such a match could be
held in Macao.

Business tycoon Mr. Ho Yin was approached
because he had great influence in both commu-
nities. Even judoka and western boxers chal-
lenged each other in those days. But this was
much different. Ho Yin felt that since both Wu

able. Ho Yin gave his promise of support and
arranged to make the match a benevolent fund
raising event with all the proceeds going to the
hospital and to help the poor.

Ho Yin sent his personal assistant, Ng Wai
Hwa, to help in coordination. “Uncle Hwa" was
a true gentleman who used to travel around
Hong Kong and Macao organizing meetings and
business deals for his tycoon boss. He knew the
media people well. Everyone liked “Uncle Hwa".
He attempted to secure opinions of members of
the two styles. A meeting was scheduled in the
penthouse conference room of the Sun Kong
restaurant. Principals of both sides were invited
to participate in the discussion of the match.

The taijiquan side was represented by Wu
Gong Yee and his son Wu Dai Kwai. Many of
their senior students were there also. White
Crane Gatekeeper Ng Siu Chung did not show
up. Only a senior disciple, Lee Kim Kam, togeth-
er with disciple Chan Hak Fu and a few other dis-
ciples participated.

The meeting was chaired by Lau Fak Maan.
Lau Fak Maan was the Gatekeeper of Eagle Claw
style and the father of Lily Lau. Master Lau was
very highly revered in the martial art communi-
ty. The meeting was held at that particular place
because the Chief Manager was also a disciple of
Wu Gong Yee and because many taiji classes were
held there routinely. The Manager repeatedly
expressed his unhappiness over the event. He
viewed Wu and Chan as being of different senior-
ity levels. He held that it was impolite and unfair
for a match of such age disparity.

The meeting started off very solemn. Chair-
man Lau sat at one end of a long table with
“Uncle Hwa" at his side. On his left, in first place,
sat Kwong Boon Fu, the most senior disciple of
the White Crane style. At his side sat White
Crane spokesman, Lee Kim Kam. Chan Hak Fu
sat at his side. Chan remained silent and merely
followed the decisions of his seniors,

On the right of Chairman Lau sat the taiji peo-
ple. Wu Gong Yee sat in the first seat, next to him
was his son Wu Dai Kwai. Next to Dai Kwai sat
the taiji senior students. There were some ten
plus people in attendance and the meeting
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gray Chinese gown and wore soft bot-

After the meeting adjourned, Lam

tom kung fu shoes. Wu held a one- Wu Gong Yee  Moong was extremely exhilarated. He
foot long smoking pipe that had a then said that  wrote his report and released it via the

brass cup at the tip. During the meet-
ing he drew on the pipe continuous-
ly. He presented an air of leisure and

since the
proceeds of the

New Asia News Agency. It immediate-
Iy spread to all the newspapers. The
next day all newspapers in Hong

calmness. Lam, however, felt he was Mafch would go Kong carried the news in banner

quite excited in his heart.

to benefit the  headlines. The Wu/Chan fight

Once the meeting started the aura poor and the entered a new phase. Even more local

of pomp and calmness was quickly
displaced. Neither side wanted to give
ground. Wu Dai Kwai, in particular,

redy to take up

sick, he was citizens began to take notice. It quick-

ly became the talk of the town. The
frenzy grew even more. People start-

was extremely agitated. He said if the the fight. Lam 440 place bets on the outcome.

White Crane people really wanted a ~ Moong later

Since the date and fight rules had

match with Wu Gong Yee, the White  wrote, “I really not yet been absolutely fixed, a few

Crane Gatekeeper Ng Siu Chung
should be the representative. As for
Chan, he himself (Wu Dai Kwai) was
ready and most willing to fight him,
The atmosphere quickly grew more
and more tense. Wu Dai Kwai pro-
posed to fight Chan Hak Fu then and there, Dai
Kwai was restrained by his father and Chairman
Lau. Little by little people calmed down. Wu
Gong Yee then said that since the proceeds of the
match would go to benefit the poor and the sick,
he was ready to take up the fight.

Lam Moong later wrote, “I really came to
admire Wu Gong Yee at that precise moment. It
is very well known in Chinese martial art circles
that “quan” is most powerful in the young and
strong while the staff is most powerful in the
older and fierce. Wu was already 53 years old.
Chan was barely 30. In terms of ability to with-
stand pain and physical assaults, Chan definite-
ly held an advantage.” Thus after Wu Gong Yee
expressed confidence and, more importantly,
was willing to help the poor and the sick, even
then and there giving reassurance to his son Dai
Kwai, reporter Lam came to deeply admire his
courage and dignity of presence.

S0, both sides there agreed to the fight. A ten-
tative date was chosen. It was decided the fight
would consist of five rounds, each five minutes,
with a rest of three minutes between rounds. The
fight was to be totally open to all forms of attack
with the exception of eye gouging or attacking

Wu Gong Yee at
that precise
moment.”

came fo admire Months remained for planning and

the arrangements. The people of
Hong Kong started to discuss and
speculate. Students of both styles
made claims and told stories. Soon
terms like “cotton needle”, “wild
horse parts mane”, and “embrace bird’s tail”
came to be heard in many daily conversations on
the street.

White Crane senior students discussed two
important considerations:

1. Chan Hak Fu had promised to fight. But he
was a junior and, therefore, not that given to the
importance of face. He should at least fight prop-
erly. Who would train him? And, how would
they train him?

2. Since the fight would be in Macao's New
Garden, they wanted Chan Hak Fu to present a
very good appearance. White Crane must not
look poor. Thus, raising money became very
important.

Although fight preparation in both camps was
very secretive, nevertheless, Lam, since he was
the originator of the challenge, still was allowed
first hand information. Within a few days Lam
heard that the White Crane people had arranged
for Chan Yuet Fak to be the coach of Chan Hak
Fu. Yuet Fak was an old friend of Lam Moong.
Chan Yuet Fak had excellent credentials in west-
ern boxing but Lam had never heard of him hav-
ing any connection to White Crane. He won-
dered why the White Crane people wanted Yuet
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Both camps celebrated with large feasts after
raturning to Hong Kong.

VARTING KINDG OF EARIGITION OF WRESTLING

Martial Arts exhibitions from famous masters
preceeded

the match.

Fak to train Chan Hak Fu. Then Lam learned that
Chan Hak Fu had rented a room in the Causeway
Bay. Each morning, early, Hak Fu jogged with
Chan Yuet Fak along Mt. Caroline near the South
China Sports Association. This was the area
where Wu Dai Kwai and Cheng Tin Hung began
their climb to fame in fighting.

Lam Moong learned further that in the after-
noons Chan trained with sand bags. At night he
drilled with the White Crane sets. He was placed
on a fixed diet, measured for nutrition and to
control his body weight. Hak Fu augmented his
training with rope skipping and swimming.

Lam reported this in the press. The public
started to grumbile. They complained that Chan
Hak Fu was emphasizing western boxing train-
ing. They asked, “If he wishes to win, why does-
n't he spend more time with his shifu Ng Sui
Chung?” Lam did not pose that question to Ng
Siu Chung for his response then. Lam's view was
simply that Chan's training approach was mod-
ern and scientific. Fighting in the ring needs a
good physique, endurance, and tolerance. Since
Hak Fu had been in the White Crane style a long
time, he was well versed in the techniques and
form. What he may have lacked was simply tun-
ing-up and conditioning.

But Chan Yuet Fak’s training regimen was too
rigid. Also, Hak Fu wa not accustomed to this
type of training. During those days this training
was not part of traditional Chinese kung fu. Soon
he began to drift off the training routine. Chan
Yuet Fak showed his displeasure and grumbled
about this. The training continued.

During all this Wu Gong Yee was like a hermit.
Wu Dai Kwai had taken up the teaching duties
in the Wu gyms in Hong Kong and Kowloon.
How did Wu Gong Yee train during this same
period? He simply practiced his taiji diligently.
He asked a friend who was very good in White
Crane to show him the White Crane practice
sets several times daily. He did this in order to
understand the features of White Crane.

One month before the scheduled fight the
rush for tickets hit. There were only 1000 tickets.
Some were only for standing observers. Howev-
er, so many in Hong Kong and Macao were inter-
ested in seeing the fight. Lam estimated that for
each ticket available another thousand wanted to
buy a ticket. He did not exaggerate. Even Lam

himself had only the Reporter Entry Permit. He,
himself, could not get any tickets. So many did
not understand the seating arrangement. They
kept requesting tickets from him. They became
very angry with him out of frustration over try-
ing to purchase tickets.

A Gatekeeper of a style at that time pleaded
with Lam to get him ten tickets. He offered $1000
per ticket. At that time such an offer might cause
one to gasp. As a measure of comparison, the
salary of housemaids at that time was merely a
few dollars per month. Of the total number of
tickets, a few were given to the organizing com-
mittee and a few hundred were given to the
White Crane and the taijiquan camps. The
remaining tickets were sold at the box office.
Long queues of people formed at the box office,
People slept overnight outside the box office
awaiting the opening to get tickets. Once they
had tickets, they were able to make a small for-
tune in scalping them on the street.

A Catholic Church in Macao learned of Chan
Hak Fu and Wu Gong Yee signing a “writ of
death” before the fight. The perception was the
fight would be a matter of life and death. There
was fear that even after the fight, calm and peace
would not return to Macao, rather life there
would continue to deteriorate. Church
officials visited the Viceroy of Macao.
They asked him to prohibit the fight.
The Viceroy promised to look into the

The Church
then offered the Viceroy's worries and said they
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Prefight exhibitions included internal and external
styles from famous masters of the time.

thousands of dollars. Nevertheless, in light of
the concern of the Church and the Viceroy, Ho
Yin did meet separately with both
camps. He expressed the Church's and

hoped there would be no fight to kill.

to give an
matter. He interviewed Ho Yin, Ho Yin = giv " Both camps refused to stop the fight or
advised the Viceroy that the affair had e tu fh to fake the fight. But they did promise
sum to the

gone public and that tickets had already
been sold. He told the Viceroy that the

charity with

to not intentionally kill the other oppo-
nent. Preparations for the fight contin-

event would benefit the poor and sick  the condition ued.

and that also it would improve the
tourist income of Macao. With this
information, the Viceroy refused to stop
the upcoming fight. Church officials,
learning of the Viceroy's refusal to stop

determined the estimate of the fight
intake was somewhere around $70,000 to
580,000. The Church then offered to give an
equivalent sum to the charity with the condition
the fight be stopped.

He Yin refused the Church's offer. He believed
the fight would benefit the whole of Macao in a
manner not measured by merely several tens of

the fight be
stopped. Ho
Yin refused

the Church’s  gate was $270,000. The previous fund
it, researched the benefit's goal and offer.

Originally, estimates for the take
were $70,000 to $80,000. However, due
to the fever and frenzy, the original esti-
mates were off by a factor of three. The

raising record of Hong Kong and Macao

was utterly smashed.
Big and small hotels in Hong Kong and Macao
were completely booked days before the fight.
Even small inns were booked solid. The joke
around town became that only bathrooms were
available to rent. Many were unable to get rooms.
They would walk the whole night without sleep
just to be at the scene, People flocked to restau-
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Mo kicking above the knees would be one of the
rules. Tung and Lau demonstrated that toagether.

rants and casinos. In those days, food was very
cheap. A dish of fried oysters cost only about two
Macao dollars. Macao currency then was valued
around 80% to 90% of Hong Kong's currency. It
was about twenty cents U.S. or a little over one
shilling of the U.K.'s currency then.

LAM MOONG'S
PRE-FIGHT INTERVIEWS

On the day prior to the fight, Lam Moong
interviewed Wu Gatekeeper Wu Gong Yee and
White Crane Gatekeeper Ng Siu Chung. In his
interview, Wu was noticeably at-ease. He was
again drawing on a dry pipe. He offered Lam a
cup of tea. Of course, Lam could not ask the
usual questions. Questions related to prepara-
tion and of personal confidence would have
been humiliating for such a senior and respect-
ed taiji master. Those questions would be off-
limits. Instead, Lam asked about the common
rumors of the day running through the public—
whether the Organizing Committee had fixed
both White Crane and taiji camps; questions
related to both sides doing their utmost to

demonstrate techniques by only lightly attack-
ing then the judge proclaiming ‘both sides win-
ners’. This would be so neither side would take
umbrage.

Wu emphatically denied any such arrange-
ment. He said he had never met with the
Organizers after the original meeting. Wu said
that as a traditional martial artist, he would do
his utmaost to use his best skills. He said he would
not even consider the concept of winning or
losing. He said if the fight should be pre-arranged
and staged to merely demonstrate a few moves
on the public stage, it would be cheating the
public and would greatly disappoint students of
taijiquan.

During the same day interview with the
White Crane Gatekeeper Ni Siu Chung, Ng
asserted that he was an outsider and that it was
kids" business. He seemed unusually calm and
uninvelved.

It is difficult after all these years to properly
convey completely the hubbub and how it snow-
balled so fast; the frenzy. But once it hit the
papers it became the talk of the town. It was a
media blockbuster. Especially so in those days
when there was little other entertainment; no
television. Radio was still the main means most
used to gather the news. Even though early-on
the match started out as a mere suggestion, many
including the media kept stirring it up to a fren-
zy. Soon the very principals themselves could
not alter the course of impending action. The
idea of the match seemed to take-on a life of it's
own, beyond the control of the two would-be
combatants, beyond control of anyone.

FIGHT ISSUES

Chan belonged to the younger generation.
Wu belonged to the older generation. They rep-
resented a different caliber of martial artists, Ina
traditional sense, the fight should have been
impossible to seriously consider. Should Wu
Gong Yee win, it would not bring much glory
because of his elevated status of Gatekeeper and
seniority in age, Should the fight end in a draw,
it would be a serious loss of face for him, not to
mention the loss of face and lasting humiliation
should he lose.

On the other hand, Chan, not being a
Gatekeeper and being of a much younger
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generation, would gain great face no matter
what the outcome. He stood to gain no matter
how the fight might end. Thus, comparatively,
Chan Hak Fu had much less to lose in this
match. Because of the uneven potential loss,
many in Wu's camp were strongly opposed to
even responding to the call for the fight. Among
these voices was that of Yang Wah Biu. Yang was
the disciple of Wu Jianquan. He now lives in
Rochester, New York. Yang Wah Biu quarreled
several times with Gong Yee over the unworthi-
ness of even responding to the suggestion for
such a fight,

Other family disciples, including Wu Dai
Kwai himself, wanted Dai Kwai to take up the
challenge. After all, Dai Kwai and Hak Fu were
nearly the same age. Wu Gong Yee, Wu's family
Gatekeeper, rightfully would be expected to fight
the Gatekeeper of White Crane, Ng Siu Chung,
instead of a junior disciple. Others thought the
ideal match would be Ng 5iu Chung against Wu
Gong Yee and Chan Hak Fu against Wu Dai
Kwai. That would offer Gatekeeper against Gate-
keeper and disciple against disciple with no mix-
ing of generations.

When Wu Dai Kwai made this last suggestion
to the White Crane camp, the White Crane peo-
ple would not hear of it. They insisted on the
original agreement. This infuriorated the young
and superbly conditioned Wu Dai Kwai. He was
immediately agitated and quickly sprang to his
feet. He nearly came to blows, right there in the
public street, with one of the judges, Lee Kim
Kam. Lee Kim Kam was a judge of fencing,
weight-lifting, and White Crane boxing. That
was in 1953.

By the end of 1953 a huge fire destroyed one
of the squatter-hut colonies. Squalid squatter
colonies were a common sight back then. Many
refugees and the extremely poor lived there.
Thus with the fire, thousands became homeless
and many were soon struck with disease. Thus,
when the business tycoon Ho Yin proposed to
make the match a reality with the goal of raising
funds for the poor and displaced, especially for
Macao's Keng Hu Hospital, it quickly gained trac-
tion. Besides, Macao, then under Portuguese
rule, allowed such fighting. It was only then that
Wu Gong Yee agreed to go ahead with the fight
preparations.

B

Masters like Tung Ying Kit and Lau Fak Man

demonstrated a mock attacks and responses.
THE FIGHT

Since there was so much talk of the upcoming
fight in the street, in the newspapers, and on the
racio, the fight was frequently fantasized in
everyday public speech. Both sides freely propa-
gandized their version of how they thought the
fight would end. This went on for nearly a whole
year. But when the event became a certainty, the
news stunned Hong Kong and Macao. It got
everyone's attention. There had been no such
opening fighting in China for many years.

Mot only did thousands crowd in from Hong
Kong but droves from nearby China also came
across in a flood to see the fight. In those years peo-
ple could still cross the border with relative ease.
Others swarmed in from Southeast Asia, Singa-
pore, the Philippines, Indonesia. Chinese who
had practiced taiji and kung fu and who had pre-
viously immigrated to other places for work now
returned to jam little Macao. Food stalls, restau-
rants, casinos, stores selling tourist souvenirs,
famous crabs, shrimp paste cakes, oyster sauces,
were all having a hay day. Business suddenly
boomed. Everywhere in the street people would
gather to discuss and heatedly debate the proba-
ble outcome of the fight. For many in Macao such
newly found prosperity had not been known in
Macao for many years. There was a camnival atmos-
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